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VIVEK WADHWA
Professor of Engineering, Duke University

Immigration, Globalization and Competition in the United States

Vivek Wadhwa is a senior research associate with the Labor and Worklife Program at 

Harvard Law School and an executive in residence/adjunct professor at the Pratt School 

of Engineering at Duke University. He is also an advisor to several start-up companies, a 

columnist for BusinessWeek.com and a contributor to several international publications. 

Since joining Duke University in August 2005, he has researched globalization, its impact 

on the engineering profession and the sources of the U.S. competitive advantage. His 

research has been supported by several grants from the Kauffman Foundation and by the 

Sloan Foundation. 

Wadhwa has been Vice President of Information Services, Credit Suisse First Boston, 

Executive Vice President and Chief Technology Offi cer, Seer Technologies. Wadhwa was 

named a “Leader of Tomorrow” by Forbes. Wadhwa has been featured in thousands of 

articles in worldwide publications including The Wall Street Journal, Forbes Magazine, 

Washington Post, New York Times, U.S. News and World Report and Science Magazine. 

He has also made many appearances on U.S. and international TV stations including CNN, 

ABC, NBC, CNBC and the BBC. He holds an MBA from New York University and a B.A. 

in Computing Studies from the Canberra University in Australia.

ANDREW SHARPE
Executive Director, Centre for the Study of Living Standards

Competition, Regulation, and Productivity in Canada

Andrew Sharpe is Executive Director of the Centre for the Study of Living Standards 

(CSLS), a research organization he founded in 1995. He has held a variety of earlier 

positions, including Head of Research and Editor, Quarterly Labour Market and 

Productivity Review at the Canadian Labour Market and Productivity Centre and Chief, 

Business Sector Analysis at the Department of Finance. He is a past President of the 

Canadian Association for Business Economics (1992-94), was as a founding editor of 

Canadian Business Economics from 1992 to 1998 and is founder of the International 

Productivity Monitor. He received a Ph.D in Economics from McGill University in 1982.

ANTOINE ROSE
Special Advisor, Statistics Canada

Commercialisation of Innovation: Some Measures of Success

Antoine Rose is a Special Advisor for the Business Special Survey and Technology Statistics 

Division of Statistics Canada. For the past seventeen years he has worked in the fi eld of 

Science and technology statistics at Statistics Canada. Over the years, he has developed a 

statistical programme on biotechnology, managed the Science and Technology Programme 

and developed and managed many surveys on advanced technology adoption, emerging 

technologies, biotechnology, R&D, commercialisation of innovation, small R&D performers 

and, innovation and business strategies. Mr. Rose has published several academic papers 

related to science and technology statistics and represented Statistics Canada on OECD 

statistical committees. He holds a Masters degree in economics from the University of 

Québec in Montreal, with a specialization in the economics of research and development.



PETER J. NICHOLSON
President, Canadian Council of Academies

Innovation and Business Strategy: Why Canada Falls Short

Dr. Nicholson is the inaugural President and Chief Executive Offi cer of the Council of 

Canadian Academies. Dr. Nicholson is a past Member of Parliament in Nova Scotia. Dr. 

Nicholson has been Vice-President of H.B. Nickerson & Sons, Vice-President of the Bank 

of Nova Scotia, Clifford Clark Visiting Economist in the federal Department of Finance, 

Chief Strategy Offi cer of BCE Inc., Canada’s largest telecommunications company and 

Special Adviser to the Secretary-General of the Organization for Economic Co-operation 

and Development (OECD) in Paris. 

Dr. Nicholson has served in a voluntary capacity on several organizations dedicated to 

the furtherance of science and technology in Canada including the National Advisory 

Board on Science and Technology. He was the founding Chair of the Fields Institute for 

Research in Mathematics; a Governor of the National Research Council; a Director and a 

member of the Research Council of the Canadian Institute for Advanced Research; Chair 

of the Canadian Institute for Telecommunication Research; and the inaugural Chair of the 

Members of both the Canada Foundation for Innovation and the Millennium Scholarship 

Foundation. Dr. Nicholson is a member of the Order of Canada, awarded in recognition of 

his contribution to business through both the public and private sectors.

GURMEET BAMBRAH
Chief of Operations and Research, CAPE

An Overview of Regulation and Innovation

Gurmeet Bambrah PhD, F.Eng (UK), R.Eng (consulting Engineer, Kenya) is the Chief of 

Operations and Research for CAPE Council for Access to the Profession of Engineering 

and the chief architect for its Leveraging Global Engineering Skills Project. She has over 20 

years of global engineering experience in the fi eld of water and waste water engineering, 

community-based water and environmental sanitation for the urban poor, and action 

research.  Dr. Bambrah has served as the Vice-President of the International Rainwater 

Catchment Systems Association, is a member of the Association of Consulting engineers 

of Kenya, the Institution of Engineers of Kenya and a Fellow of the Institution of Civil 

Engineers in England. Dr. Bambrah holds a Bachelors Degree in engineering from the 

University of Aberdeen, and a Master’s in Construction Management and a Doctorate in 

Engineering Economics from Loughborough University.
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